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Mazamorreo:In Search of Memory
Documentary explores the African influence on artistic expression in Columbia

Fakiyva Lathan

Fentures Fdlne

It bagar as & project istended
o docuimeil JI'IIiI'I:'ﬂIJ-l.Ih arnusnc
forms of capression: visual, mu
sical and performance, and turned
it a ciusads lo reveal o her na-
tive Columbia and 1o the rest of
the world, the African ieMueénce
which conunues 1o exisl in her
country asd which played a
strong role in the early economic
development of Columbia,

Videographer, Claudia
Courbon presented her decumen-
tary “Maramorreo: In Search of
Memory/Er Bdsgueda de Memo-
ria” to the College commanity on
October 17

Courbon produced and di-
recied (his documentary wiach
WL *:rprn;d i E‘hll.“'ﬂ-.'- | 7T T
Film Festival recently

Courbon, who greduated
from Chicago’s School of the An
Insiiiute wiili o B.F AL, with cin-
phasis in video, stated in her bi-
ography, “Through my personal
research, | have developed a
degper understanding of ihe social
and polical motivabions o dis-
credin and downplay Afncan his-
fory in Columbia. | belisve i is
wonthwhile 1o expose this culural
richness in the U5, and iniermna-

cionally.™
T thie endd, her wideo docu-

ments the legacy of the Africans

who were introdoced into the Pa.
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Videographer Claudia Courbon  poses
befisre her talk which precedsd the showing

of her documentary.

present day descendants.

Slaves were iransporied
into the Cavca region of the
pacific lowlands nf Colombia
by both ihe Spanish
and the French in ar-
der o work the rich
;nld mingz found
there,

The Spanish
speaking African
slaves mingd o
gold using cross-tun-
neling methods as
well as mazamorres

or pasning leéch-
nigues
In the pre-

domingiely African
gommuniiies which
still exlst as a resull
of this history, min-
ing contimies o play
a role in the eco-
nomic stability of
their towas, though
the raditional min
ing culture of these
commuenilics 18 be-
ginning to erode doe

cific lowland region of Columbi
asa resull of the slave trade which
ook place during the 16™ and |7
centunes through imterviews with

i incicasing Wi -
ernization

Urng ol the people interviewed
in the documentary, Profesora
Benedicta Uirueso Licoro, wih was
born im the 1own of Santa Maria de

Timbiqui in the Cauca region, de-
scribed her lifz and family history.
The daughter and granddaughicr of
miners, her early childbomd was
speol learning the traditions and
wchnsques wied for evtracting pold
from the eartk.

Mg Congrbon became obder, she
shandoned the low-paying mining
life in order iy devoic bme o her
academic studies and now bolds 2
Mlasicr s \h;'ru; in Enwircmmcintal
Education, She lives and works in
the community where she grew up
and now assists women and chil-
dren in her mde 88 0 CoMmMmARity
leader.

She coordinates a Jance
group which performs and cel-
ebraies traditional dance and mi-
sic forms of the region.

The curmilao is an example
of a traditioaal dance lorm per-
formed by her group, which is the
regall of the fuwion af Afrean and

Spanish culture in the region.

This dance |s danced to
rhythms defined by native instru-
ment such as the marimba (an in-
strument with African roots), the
cumann, the hombn and the gussd.

Many other cultural tradi-
tions which resulted from the Tu.
sion of African, Spanish and in-
digenous baliefs and radivioss
were highlighted and represented
im this highly informative doce-
meniary which hit upon sSues
r:l.rdlnl the social amd prd itocal
aspects of Columbia’s hidden tri-
racial heritage

Courbon, who has éxpern-
gnce 1n dogumeniing historical
narrative through her past role s
a wideo assistant for the Survivors
af the Shoah Visual History
Fousdaton, plans (o coatinue
with her research into the Afrc-
Colombian cultures of the Pacific
low lands.



